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SOLUTIONS

1. (d) The text is an example of an informative text. The author has provided
details of Wesley Hohfeld's ideas on interests in property. This is not a literary text
nor an argumentative one. A descriptive text is a text which says what a person or a
thing is like. Its purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or
thing.

2. (d) Exemption refers to the process of freeing or state of being free from an
obligation or liability imposed on others. Immunity is its synonym. Accountability
refers to responsibility or liability.

3. (¢) Vis-a-vis is a loanword from French, and its literal meaning is "face-to-face."
In English, vis-a-vis is used as an adverb, adjective, and noun with its literal
meaning. As a preposition, vis-a-vis is used to compare things, or as synonyms for
"opposite" or "facing."

4. (¢) The passage is primarily concerned with the description of certain legal terms
and what they mean in the context of property. Hence, the third option would act as
an apt title for the passage. The other options don't have anything to do with the
ideas presented.

5. (¢) The passage describes certain legal terms and what they mean in terms of
rights and responsibilities. Hence, the third statement would be aligned with the
information provided. The reference to the various thinkers is not relevant
contextually. Similarly, the discussions around human rights and discrimination
laws go beyond the scope of the passage.

6. (a) X would have no-right as against Y as 'no-right' is the jural co-relative of
privilege.

7. (¢) A has POWER vis-a-vis X and Y as power has been defined as the capacity
to change the legal relationship which A hold in the given case.

8. (d) Every person has a disability against the owner of that road as the right to the
owner prevents them (disables them) from using the road.
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9. (a) The owner of the road would have a right as against every person as he could
prevent them from using the road.

10. (a) B would be under a duty to pay the damages as rights and duty are jural
correlatives of each other.

11. (b) The owner of the land would have power as against the property as he has
capacity to change the legal relationship vis-a-vis his property

12. (a) Y has a right as against X and he can enforce the imposition of duty which
X has as to not infringe the copyright.

13. (¢) A feat is an achievement that requires great courage, skill, or strength. Of
the choices given, only an acrobatic performance includes these elements.

14. (a) Something is termed a 'key' event or phenomenon to indicate its crucial,
critical or extreme significance.

15. (d) Point Noun-Example: you missed the whole point of the joke.
Verb-Example: point the way home Iron Noun a silver-white malleable ductile
magnetic heavy metallic element that readily rusts in moist air, occurs in pure form
in meteorites and combined in most igneous rocks, is the most abundant element
on Earth by mass, and is vital to biological processes. Verb-to smooth with or as if
with a heated iron a shirt Core Noun a central and often foundational part usually
distinct from the enveloping part by a difference in nature the core of the city Verb
to remove a core from core an apple

16. (b) The adjective in this sentence is 'true' Here, it means exact, precise.

17. (d) Undulates refers to moving or going with a smooth up-and-down motion,
Dancing is the only action that would involve undulation.

18. (d) Information is insufficient as either B or C could be in the centre.
19. (d) If one seeks to travel to D from A, one has to go South.
20. (b) If one seeks to travel to B from A, one has to go South East.

21. (d) At sunset the rays of the sun will fall on A from west, which is towards its
left, so A's shadow points towards E.

22. (a) If, somehow, the piece of paper rotates a quarter-circle counter-clockwise,
the needle points towards approximately east.
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23. (b) A is holding a compass at the time of sunrise. He points it towards the
direction of the sunrise and sees that it reads "SW". This means that the compass
has rotated 135 degrees clockwise or 225 degrees counter- clockwise.

24. (b) In the facts of the question above, "NW" on the compass pointing towards
South.

25. (d) To outline something to the present its salient features, main aspects.

26. (b) The author is expressing amusement in these lines. Therefore, he/she is
being humorous.

27. (¢) Refer the following lines from the third paragraph: "Aristotle, if an
argument was valid, it would be impossible for premises X and Y to be true and for
conclusion Z to be false." Thus, the second statement can be inferred from this.
The first statement finds no support in the text.

28. (a) The meaning of hypothetical is involving or being based on a suggested
idea or theory being or involving a hypothesis: conjectural.

29. (a) Quantifiers are words like 'all or 'some'. The use of 'a lot' in the first
sentence is an example of a quantifier.

30. (d) The premises given are in the form of an if-then' condition. In this, if the
cause occurs, the effect will occur. Thus, if it is sunny today, I can go running.
Also, if the effect did not occur, the cause did not occur. Thus, if I can't go running
today, then it is not sunny. The negation of cause does not automatically result in
negation of effect. Hence, none of the options given are correct.

31. (d) Let's read this as 'Some A is B'. Then, all the conclusions are possible -
some B is A (this will include both majority and minority) and all B is A.

32.(b)
33.(¢)

34. (a) If all race-cars drive on four wheels and cars that drive on four wheels are
20 times faster than cars that drive on any other number of wheels then it follows
that in a Formula 1 race, a non-four-wheeled car (i.e., a car that does not drive on
four wheels) will never be able to win.

35. (a) One cannot conclude no A is B from some A is B.
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36. (¢)

37.(b) Refer to these lines from the passage: 'Edward abdicated without any issue
(i.e., child), after his proposed marriage to divorced socialite Wallis Simpson
provoked a constitutional crisis. Therefore, option (b) is the correct answer.

38. (b) Provoking means giving rise to a reaction.

39. (d) Heir apparent and heir presumptive both Indicate the next person in the line
of succession, I.e. the birth of another.

40. (¢) 'Double minded" is not a phrasal verb.

41. (a) Option (b) challenges the facts that build the arguments. Thus, It is not
really weakening. Options (c) and (d) bear no effect on the argument. Option (a)
challenges the given argument. Therefore, it weakens the argument.

42. (d) Refer to these lines of the passage: 'During her grandfather's reign,
Elizabeth was third in the line of succession to the British throne, behind her uncle
Edward and her father. Her younger and only sister Margaret was next in the line
of succession." As per these lines, only option (d) is correct.

43. (b) Refer to these lines of the passage: 'Since Elizabeth had no brothers, she
became heir resumptive. If her parents had subsequently had a son, he would have
been heir apparent and above her in the line of succession, which was determined
by the male-preference primogeniture (as against female preference primogeniture
or primogeniture simpliciter) in effect at the time." From these lines, it can be
concluded that had George VI and his queen- consort given birth to a boy child, the
boy would have been the heir presumptive.

44. (a) Given X is the reigning monarch of a country (following primogeniture),
who said, "He is the son of my mother's daughter." X's mother's daughter is X's
sister. It means that the person in the picture is his sister's son. Hence, X is married
to his sister.

45. (c) Refer to these lines of the passage: 'She chose to retain Elizabeth as her
regnal name; thus, she was called Elizabeth II, which offended many Scots, as she
was the first Elizabeth to rule in Scotland. From these lines it can be concluded that
Elizabeth I did not rule over Scotland, and Elizabeth II ruled over Scotland.
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46. (b) The correct line of succession in case of primogeniture will be: R, J, Q, C,
B, A, P. R is the eldest among X's children (P, Q and R). R's successor will be his
only child, J. After J the throne will go to Q, who i1s the second child of X. After Q
it will pass on to his three children in order of their ages (C, B and A) and after A it
will pass on to P.

47. (¢) To make her son A geon the heir presumptive Alicent will have to kill
Rhaenyra or kill Viserys. So, both the plans will make Ageon the heir presumptive.

48. (b) During the lifetime of Viserys, his brother Daemon will be fifth in line after
Rhaenyra, Ageon Aemond and Haelena.

49. (¢) 'Crunch numbers' refers to large-scale processing of numerical data, i.e.
computation of numerical data.

50. (d) 'Calling it a day' means ceasing a work. Thus, option (d) is the correct
answer.

51. (b) Text titled 'what is best GPU for crypto mining' presents a precaution,
suggestion and information regarding the act of selecting the right graphic card for
crypto mining.

52. (a) In the passage, the author has presented arguments that defy the existence
of some ideal graphic card. Thus, the question headings in this text alluded towards
a certain measure of deniability.

53. (d) 'Recuperate’ means to recover or retrieve or regain. Thus, option (d) is the
correct answer.

54. (d) The reason for X being a better GPU for crypto mining than Y in spite of
the initial cost of X being much lower than Y cannot be determined as the passage
does not give any relationship between the two.

55. (d) The reason for the total cost of mining N bitcoins using GPU X being lower
than the total cost of mining the same number of bitcoins using GPU Y cannot be
determined as the passage does not give any information regarding the same,

56. (d) No definite relationship between profits made using crypto-mining and
hashrates has been stated or implied in the passage. Therefore, none of the given
options can be inferred. The correct answer is option (d)

57. (¢) The passage states various factors, apart from the graphic card being used,
that decide the total expense of mining crypto coins, Thus, profit earned by
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crypto-mining during a certain period will be decided by all those factors.
Therefore, options (a) and (b) are incorrect inferences as they assert about the
profits with certainty without incorporating the effect of the electricity
consumption. So, option (c) is correct as it states a possibility, not a definite
outcome.

58. (d) Given that GPUs are made of small semiconductor chips and companies
manufacturing these chips had to shut down during the pandemic. If the prices of
cryptocurrencies and electricity remained constant, scarcity of chips would lead to
higher cost prices of GPUs.

59. (d) Given that a certain extremely expensive GPU has the best hash rates
among all GPUs. From the passage it is not clear if this GPU would have high
resale value or have high electricity consumption or give less profit in
crypto-mining. Hence, none of the above is true.

60. (a) Given that X always says the truth and Y always lies. If both salesmen say
to A, "If you asked the other salesman, he would tell you that GPU G1 is better
than GPU G2." X says the truth that Y will say that G1 is better than G2, whereas
Y lies while saying that, X will say that G1 is better than G2. Hence, we can
conclude that G2 is better than G1.

61. (c) Exclamation mark is used to either express any extreme emotional response
or a state of astonishment. Therefore, option (c) is correct.

62. (d) The headlines that are presented as questions indicate that the author is
engaging with the reader.

63. (c) Pedigree means the recorded ancestry or lineage of a person or family.
Therefore. option (c) is correct.

64. (b) In the passage, the author tries to explain the complex nomenclature related
to the different generations of cousins. And the author himself asserts that it can be
very confusing and also adds some traces of humour at several instants in the
passage Therefore, the overall passage can be a part of a humorous act or a
stand-up act.

65. (b) As the author offers simplified ways to understand the nuances of the
confusing nomenclature of the different kinds of cousins in a lineage, it does
become obvious that the author believes that some information can be
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mind-boggling yet comprehensible through certain hacks and simplifications.
Therefore, option (b) is the correct option.

66. (a) The assumption required is that the woman in the picture was X's mother's
aunt. If not, then she could be X's father's aunt too.

67. (a) X's grandson's paternal grandson is 4 generations down and his sister's
father's father's father is 3 generations up, which means he is X's son.

68. (b) X and Y are sisters. A is X's grandson's niece. Y is A's Great-great-aunt.

69. (d) X's second cousin once removed is X's second cousin's child or X's parent's
second cousin. None of the options satisfy the condition.

70. (a) Given X is A's first cousin. Y is X's first cousin. Z is Y's first cousin. The
closest relationship possible between X and Z is sibling.

71. (¢) The common ancestor between X and Y, who is X's first cousin twice
removed can be X's grandparent's grandparent and Y's grandparent or it can be X's
grandparent and Y's grandparent's grandparent. Hence, option (c) is correct.

72. (a) X's father's aunt is X's great-aunt.

73. (a) Precedence and priority are synonymous. Similarly, progeny and offspring
are also synonymous. Therefore, option (a) is the answer.

74. (a) The passage describes different inheritance laws. Therefore, option (a) is
the most appropriate answer.

75. (¢) The given sentence is conditional in nature. Therefore, option (c) is the
answer.

76. (¢) 'Validly' and ‘'justifiably' are synonyms. 'Cease' and 'desist' are also
synonyms. Therefore, option (c) is the answer.

77. (b) Monkhood refers to renouncing the material world. Therefore, option (b) is
the answer.

78. (¢) Refer to the second paragraph of the passage for the answer.
79. (¢) Refer to the first paragraph of the passage for the answer.

80. (b) Refer to the given definitions of primogeniture and ultimogeniture in the
passage.
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81. (b) Refer to the given information related to primogeniture. Option (b) is a
possible scenario.

82. (b) Refer to the given information related to primogeniture. Option (b) is a
possible scenario.

83. (d) B is the youngest son of X whereas E is the youngest daughter of X. Given
that F 1s younger than B, it means that E is also younger than B. Since the realm
follows gender-neutral ultimogeniture, the throne passes to E after X. Also, Q is
the youngest child of E. So, the throne passes to Q after E's death.

84. (a) If the realm followed the rule of house seniority, the throne would pass to Z
as he is the oldest child of X.

85. (a) Statements iii and iv are verifiable facts while statements I and ii are
opinions.

86. (¢) The given idiom refers to paying a great deal of attention. The given
passage is a meticulous description of Formula One cars. Therefore, option (c) is
appropriate.

87. (b) The passage is expository because it explains the functioning of Formula
One cars.

88. (a) The author is trying to convey the exact or literal meaning. Therefore,
option (a) is the answer.

89. (b) The passage stresses on the aerodynamic design. Therefore, option (b) is
the correct answer.

90. (c) If the orientation of the wings in a Formula One car is reversed (and all
other things remain equal), then it would behave like an aircraft's wings, so would
lead to take off from the track. Hence, the effective weight pressing down on the
track would be less than the weight of the car. So, X is less than 1.

91. (b) Refer to the 3rd paragraph where the explanation of downforce is given.

92. (d) Refer to the second and third paragraphs. All the given statements are true.
Therefore, option (d) is correct.

93. (a) A formula one car is built in such a way that it is in free fall at all times
during the race.
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94. (a) Given the facts in the paragraph, the Formula One car can be driven upside
down in the tunnel.

95. (d) The new respective positions of D, E and F cannot be determined.

96. (a) The number of overtakes that a person starting 10th in a race needs to make
to get to Ist position, assuming no other person makes any overtakes is 9.

97. (d) Cardiologists are doctors, similarly, hackers are criminals

98. (d) This is more of a magazine article as it defines phishing and states how it is
executed. It is not a speech and it is not talking about recent news and it is also not
a personal narrative of the author.

99. (c¢) The basic goal of prolonged engagement is to gain the faith of the victim, to
build trust, based on which the hacker can attain personal information.

100. (b) Victims who are always busy with work. Email is the best way to gain
their attention

101. (b) To scam is to dupe people.
102. (¢) Scamming is the superset here, of which vishing and smishing are subsets.

103. (b) In option (a), a character appears twice. In options (c) and (d) an alphabet
appears after a number. In option (b), "ersfjtncjlx" satisfies the given four
conditions so it is filtered out as a scam.

104. (d) None of the options is a scam. We can see that in options (a) and (c)
characters are repeated twice and option (b) contains a special character (.).

105. (b) Condition (iii) is redundant in light of Condition (i1)

106. (d) The basic purpose of the bot is to "filter scam emails." Hence, it will scan
all phishing emails.

107. (d) Let us go by the options. (a) Abcgilig2s: This cannot be a code as contains
2, which should have been converted to the letter b in one of the previous steps. (b)
Abcglijgzs: This cannot be a code as it contains z, which should have been
converted to 7 and consequently to g in one of the previous steps. (c) AbcOlijgs:
This cannot be a code as it contains 0, which should have been converted to j in
one of the previous steps. (d) Abcolijgs: This can be a code generated by the
macro.
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108. (d) These steps, in whichever order, cannot and achieve the company's aim.

109. (d) Since the patch is described to extend between states and countries, (d) is
the correct choice.

110. (¢) The passage mentions that, 'Garbage that reaches the ocean from the west
coast of the United States and from the east coast of Japan is carried by currents -
including the California Current, the North Equatorial Current, the North Pacific
Current, and the Kuroshio into the North Pacific subtropical gyre, the clockwise
rotation of which draws in and traps solid matter such as plastics." Thus (c) is the
correct choice.

111. (b) Since it is floating under the sun and the word 'photo' is used in
conjunction, B is the correct choice.

112. (d) The phrase use is an imagery. It invokes the sensation of plasti induced
waste.

113. (b) Since marine life constitutes the food chain and the plastic is hampering
both coastal and marine ecosystem, B is the apt choice among the given options.

114. (d) Neither of the two assumptions can be concluded from the passage.

115. (a) Given that as a piece of plastic travels through oceanic water, it breaks
down into 100 pieces and each of those pieces also breaks down into 100 more
pieces. This phenomenon is analogically equivalent to reproduction of amoeba -
each amoeba splits into two in a certain period of time; which then again splits into
two in the same period of time.

116. (d) Given that the lighter place travels at twice the speed of the heavier one. If
there are ten pieces of plastic (each with a different weight) to the diagnosis,
prevention, study, and that start from the same geographical location, the speed of
the fastest piece would X times the speed of the slowest piece. X=2=512.

117. (¢) Filtering out all plastics from water bodies flowing into the sea and
preventing direct disposal of any plastic from land into sea would stop the speed of
growth of the size and depth of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch over a sufficiently
long time period.

118. (d) We know that water level in a partially filled bucket with an outlet at its
bottom rises if the amount of water coming through the inlet is faster than the
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amount of water going out of the outlet. It is also true that water level in a partially
filled bucket with an outlet at its bottom goes down if the amount of water coming
through the inlet is slower than the amount of water that goes out through the
outlet. Hence, both (b) and (¢) are correct.

119. (d) None of the above conclusions can be drawn.

120. (a) Rate of photodegradation is inversely related to size of original piece of
plastic. Larger the size, more the time, so we can conclude that the rate of
degradation is lower for larger pieces of plastic.

121. (c¢) The Qatari Riyal, ISO code 'QAR' is the national currency of the State of
Qatar. In 1966 Qatar replaced its former currency, the Indian Rupee, with the
newly adopted Qatar and Dubai riyal, which became the Qatari Riyal in 1973. One
Qatari riyal is subdivided into 100 dirhams. The currently circulating Qatari Riyal
banknotes are those of the Fifth Series, 1ssued in 2020.

122. (a) As a result of air pollution and nearby sewage, the Taj Mahal is reported to
be turning yellow. Built in the 17th century, it is one of the seven wonders of the
world. Due to increasing air pollution, the colour of Taj Mahal is changing from
white to yellow. The gas causing the yellowing of Taj Mahal must be one that can
react with a base, here calcium carbonate. Complete step by step answer: Air
contains a variety of gases namely nitrogen, oxygen, carbon dioxide, etc.

123. (b) Psychiatrist is a physician who specializes in psychiatry, the branch of
medicine devoted to the diagnosis, prevention, study and treatment of mental
disorders. Psychiatrists are physicians and evaluate patients to determine whether
their symptoms are the result of a physical illness, a combination of physical and
mental ailments or strictly mental issues. Sometimes a psychiatrist works within a
multi-disciplinary team, which may comprise clinical psychologists, social
workers, Occupational therapists, and nursing staff. Psychiatrists have broad
training in a biopsychosocial approach to the assessment and management of
mental illness.

124. (¢) Elon Musk is a business magnate and investor. He is the founder, CEO and
chief engineer of SpaceX; angel investor, CEO and product architect of Tesla, Inc.;
owner and CEO of Twitter, Inc.; founder of The Boring Company; co-founder of
Neuralink and OpenAl; and president of the philanthropic Musk Foundation. With
an estimated net worth of around $164 billion as of December 13, 2022, primarily
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from his ownership stakes in Tesla and SpaceX, Musk is the second- wealthiest
person in the world according to both the Bloomberg Billionaires Index and
Forbes's real-time billionaires list. In 1999, Zip2 was acquired by Compaq for $307
million and Musk co-founded X.com, a direct bank. X.com merged with Confinity
in 2000 to form PayPal, which eBay acquired for $1.5 billion in 2002. In 2006, he
helped create SolarCity, a solar energy company that was later acquired by Tesla
and became Tesla Energy. In 2015, he co-founded OpenAl, a nonprofit artificial
intelligence research company. He is not associated with Waymo Company.

125. (d) Two statements given in the questions are not Fundamental Duties
mentioned in the Constitution of India.

126. (b) Prakash Padukone was the first player from India to achieve the world no.
1 spot in the game, after which Srikanth Kidambi became the second male player
to make it to the top spot in April 2018. Prakash Padukone was ranked World No. 1
in 1980, the same year he became the first Indian to win the All England Open
Badminton Championships.

127. (a) Sanna Marin, the Prime Minister of Finland, has found herself at the
centre of a controversy after a video of her partying with her friends surfaced
online. The video, which has gone viral on social media, shows her drinking and
partying. While some social media users thought Marin's actions were cool, many
others thought they were unfit for a Prime Minister.

128. a) Arun Kumar Mishra is the current and eighth Chairperson of National
Human Rights Commission of India. [1] He is the former Judge of Supreme Court
of India. He is former Chief Justice of Calcutta High Court and Rajasthan High
Court. He has also served as Acting Chief Justice of Rajasthan High Court. He is
also former Judge of Madhya Pradesh High Court.

129. (¢) As of October 2021, there have been 105 amendments of the Constitution
of India since it was first enacted in 1950. There are three types of amendments to
the Constitution of India of which second and third type of amendments are
governed by Article 368.

130. (¢) The Supreme Court in Janhit Abiyan v. Union of India upheld the
constitutional validity of the EWS reservation. Of the five judgments delivered,
Justice Ravindra Bhat and CJI Lalit gave dissenting judgment. Reading out the
verdict, Justice Maheshwari said that the 103rd constitutional amendment for the
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EWS quota was valid and did not violate the basic structure of the Constitution.
Reservation, he said, 1s an instrument of affirmative action to ensure an
all-inclusive march towards the goals of an egalitarian society.

131. (¢) Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu had the highest numbers of foreign tourist
visits, with 1.26 million and 1.23 million, respectively in 2021, as per a report by
Union Tourism Ministry.

132. (b) The IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva said she is pleased the
Washington-based lender and the Sri Lankan government have reached a staff-level
agreement to provide about USD 2.9 billion to help the bankrupt country, terming
the deal as an "important step forward." The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
announced that it will provide Sri Lanka a loan of about USD 2.9 billion over a
four-year period to help the island nation overcome the unprecedented economic
turmoil.

133. (a) The government has notified regulations for attracting foreign universities
to set up off- shore campuses at GIFT City and allowed them to repatriate profits.
The new regulations allow a foreign university or educational institution among the
top 500 QS World Universities to come to GIFT City and give an undertaking to
"place suitable infrastructure and facilities" to offer courses such as financial
management, FinTech and Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM). The regulations were framed eight months after Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget 2022 speech said that world-class foreign
universities and institutions would be allowed in the GIFT City to offer courses
and be free from domestic regulations to facilitate availability of high-end human
resources for financial services and technology.

134. (b) India's first privately built rocket - Vikram- suborbital (VKS)- was
launched by the ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation). The rocket developed
by Skyroot Aerospace- has been named after Vikram Sarabhai, hailed as the father
of India's space sector. In a bid to symbolise a new start, the mission has been
named 'Prarambh', which literally translates as "begining".

135. (¢) The National Voters' Day is celebrated every year on January 25 to
encourage the country's voters to participate in the electoral process. This year, it is
the 12th edition which is being celebrated. The theme for this year's National
Voters' Day is 'Making Elections Inclusive, Accessible and Participative'. Vice
President M Venkaiah Naidu was supposed to be the chief guest for this event.

46



However, he won't be physically attending the event after getting infected with
Covid-19 and will deliver a virtual message.

136. (a) The 2022 Peace Prize is awarded to human rights advocate Ales Bialiatski
from Belarus, the Russian human rights organisation Memorial and the Ukrainian
human rights organisation Center for Civil Liberties.

137. (b) In line with the clarion call given by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, to phase out single use plastic items by 2022, Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India notified the Plastic
Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, on 12 August 2021. Carrying
forward the spirit of 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsava', a defining step to curb pollution
caused by littered and unmanaged plastic waste is being taken by the country. India
will ban manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of identified
single use plastic items, which have low utility and high littering potential, all
across the country from July 1, 2022.

138. (a) There is a fear that certain nanoplastics would become a part of human
food, thereby causing severe harm to the human body. These particles are size of
10 m. There is growing concern about the environmental and health impact of
plastic pollution, especially since it breaks down into smaller pieces that begin to
accumulate in the environment. Now, researchers from the University of Eastern
Finland have found that small pieces of plastic called nanoplastics can travel up the
human food web, through plants, insects and even fish. Nanoplastics are tiny
plastic debris particles smaller than 1,000 nanometre (1 nm is equal to one billionth
of a metre).

139. (¢) The Panama Canal connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific Ocean
through the narrow Isthmus of Panama. It also divides North America and South
America. With an approximate length of 65 km, it is one of the strategic waterways
in the world, along with the Suez Canal. The Strait of Magellan also called the
Straits of Magellan, is a navigable sea route in southern Chile separating mainland
South America to the north and Tierra del Fuego to the south. The strait is
considered the most important natural passage between the Atlantic and Pacific
oceans.
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140. (b) India's Jehan Daruvala raced to his first feature race win in the FIA
Formula 2 Championship to make it a double podium for himself. Jehan Daruvala
is an Indian racing driver currently serving as reserve driver for the Mahindra
Racing Formula E team. He was a protégé of the Force India F1 team, after being
one of three winners of a 'One in a Billion hunt organized by the team in 2011. He
is currently a member of the Red Bull Junior Team.

141.(b) Commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. Every year on 10 December, the world celebrates Human Rights
Day, the very day when, in 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

142. (d) Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa is an Indian chess grandmaster. A chess
prodigy, he earned the international master title at the age of 10, the youngest at the
time to do so, and the grandmaster title at age 12, the second-youngest at the time
to do so. On 22 February 2022, at the age of 16, he became the youngest player till
then to defeat current world champion Magnus Carlsen, when he beat Carlsen in a
rapid game at the Airthings Masters Rapid Chess Tournament. Three Youth World
Titles in Chess have been won by Grand Master Praggnanandhaa as of now.

143. (¢) Manika Batra, the Indian Table Tennis player, became the first Indian
woman to win a medal at the Asian Cup Table Tennis Tournament. Manika
defeated World no.6 Hina Hayata of Japan in the Asian Cup 2022 in the women's
singles bronze medal match in Bangkok, Thailand.

144. (b) Neeraj Chopra created history by becoming the second Indian to win an
individual gold medal in Olympics after shooter Abhinav Bindra. Neeraj is the first
Indian in over 120 years, and the first athlete from independent India, to win an
Olympic medal in a track-and-field discipline. Neeraj won the gold medal in the
men's javelin throw event with a throw of 87.58m in his second attempt. Olympic
gold medallist javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra achieved yet another historic feat as
he became the first Indian to win the prestigious Diamond League Finals title here.
Chopra began with a foul but jumped to the top spot with a throw of 88.44m ‘his
fourth career best’ in his second attempt, and that turned out to be his winning
effort. He had 88.00m, 86.11m, 87.00m and 83.60m in his text next four throws.

145. (c) Saina Nehwal is the first Indian player who the first Olympic medal in
Badminton. She is a professional badminton player from India. Saina Nehwal has
achieved several milestones in the field of badminton for India. As one of India's
most successful badminton players, Nehwal is also credited for increasing the

48



popularity of badminton in India in recent years. In 2016, the Government of India
(Gol) conferred her the 'Padma Bhushan' which is India's third-highest civilian
award.

146. (b) Retired Punjab cadre IAS officer Arun Goel assumed the office of
Election Commissioner (EC), two days after President Droupadi Murmu appointed
him to the post. Goel was secretary, Union Ministry of Heavy Industries, till he
took voluntary retirement on November 18, a day before being appointed as EC. In
a statement, the Election Commission of India (ECI) said Goel had "catalysed
e-vehicle movement in India to a tipping point" as heavy industries secretary. Prior
to that, he had served as secretary in the Union Ministry of Culture, vice-chairman
of the Delhi Development Authority and in various capacities in the Union finance,
urban development and labour & employment ministries.

147. (¢) As of 2022, there are 40 World Heritage Sites located in India. Out of
these, 32 are cultural, 7 are natural, and one, the Khangchendzonga National Park,
is of mixed type.

148. (b) India ranks 107 out of 121 countries o the Global Hunger Index in which
it fares I worse than all countries in South Asia baning war-torn Afghanistan.
India's score of 29.1 places it in the 'serious' category. India also ranks below Sri
Lanka (64), Nepal (81), Bangladesh (84), and Pakistan (99). Afghanistan (109) is
the only country in South Asia that performs worse than India on the index.

149. (a) G20 leaders met for a two-day summit. hosted by the Indonesian G20
presidency in Bali, under the theme 'Recover Together, Recover Stronger. This
G20 takes place in a very different world from our meeting last year in Rome.
Russia, a permanent member of the UN Security Council and a member of G20, is
attacking the free and sovereign nation of Ukraine.

150. (d) India's first Education Policy was passed and implemented in 1986. After
thirty-four years, the National Education Policy (NEP) for India has been updated,
revised and approved on 29 July 2020. The policy signifies a huge milestone for
India's Education system, which will certainly make India an attractive destination
for higher education world-wide. The regulatory system, with the National Higher
Education Regulatory Council (NHERC) is set to function as one single regulator
for the higher education sector, including teacher education, but excluding medical
and legal education.
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