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Dear NMIMS DAT Aspirants,

We are excited to share that we have created an eBook for students preparing for the NMIMS 
DAT exam. This comprehensive guide is designed to help you prepare through all aspects of the 
exam, ensuring you are well-prepared to tackle every challenge with confidence.

What’s inside this eBook?

1.	 NMIMS DAT Exam Pattern - Detailed breakdown of the exam format for better understanding 
of the exam.

2.	 NMIMS DAT Syllabus (Part A and Part B) - A brief breakdown and overview of the NMIMS 
DAT syllabus that the students must go through to understand the requirements of the exam.

3.	 How To Prepare For NMIMS DAT Part A - Strategies and Tips for tackling the first section of 
the exam.

4.	 How To Prepare For NMIMS DAT Part B - Guidance on approaching the design-oriented part 
of the exam.

5.	 Tips to prepare for Interview and Portfolio Rounds - Insights into the preparation tips for 
portfolio and interview with effective preparation methods.

6.	 Other Useful Resources - Additional resources such as resource books to aid your  
preparation.

Dive into your preparation with this guide and move confidently towards achieving your goal of 
excelling at the NMIMS DAT exam.

All The Best!!!!

About This eBook
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Candidates should go through the exam pattern for NMIMS DAT to familiarize better with the 
format of the exam and build confidence prior to the preparation. Students should understand the 
type of questions that are asked in the exam. As per NMIMS DAT exam pattern, the studio test 
consists of two parts - Part A and Part B. The studio test Part A format of the question is MCQ.

Let’s look at the key points for the Exam Format:

Steps Details of Section Duration Evaluation criteria

Studio Test - 
Part A

10 MCQ Questions to examine
Visual & Spatial ability
Environmental & Social Awareness
Logical reasoning
Observation & Memory

15 Minutes

Studio Test - 
Part B

Design Challenge
Problem Solving & Sketching of the 
Concept
Requirement: Please carry the below 
items for the Studio Test
Cartridge paper A3 size.
Pencil HB/2B, 4B/6B, erasers, sharp-
ener, pencil colors, Sketch pens, etc.
NOTE: Usage of scale is strictly pro-
hibited in the studio test/ design chal-
lenge.

60 minutes
(1 Hour)

Creative thinking
Representation of the 
concept
The uniqueness of the 
solution

Portfolio

Show your talent visa; Sketching/ 
Drawing/ Photography
Minimum of 5 pages.
Pages 1, 2, and 3 will be as per your 
choice, whereas Pages 4 and 5 should 
include Product Sketching and Rapid 
Sketching
For Product & Rapid sketching, kindly 
refer to the page below on Instructions 
for Creating Portfolio.

Submit 
during a 
personal 
Interview.

Sketching skills
Creativity & Originality

Personal 
Interview 10-20 Minutes

Reasoning skills
Observation skills
Alignment of Interest

NOTE: Candidates who have appeared and cleared the UCEED Exam and have a valid UCEED score card by the 
registration end date, will be exempted (excused) to appear for the Studio test conducted by NMIMS. However, such 
candidates will have to submit the portfolio and appear for Personal interview as per important dates.

NMIMS DAT Exam Pattern
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For NMIMS DAT Preparation 2025, students should create and understand the syllabus for the 
Part A and Part B of the entrance exam and then prepare the study strategy accordingly. Students 
can create timetables according to the topics which are more or less difficult to them and then 
assign time for them respectively. 

Careers360 has curated the syllabus in a format for ease of students:

NMIMS DAT Syllabus 2025:

Particulars Syllabus

Part - A

Visual & Spatial ability

Environmental & Social awareness

Logical reasoning

Observation & Memory

Part - B

Design Challenge: Problem Solving & Sketching of 
the Concept

Creative thinking

Representation of the concept

The uniqueness of the solution

NMIMS DAT Syllabus (Part A and Part B)
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Part A for NMIMS DAT is a general test for analyzing ability and reasoning of the students which 
includes topics: Visual & Spatial ability, Environmental & Social awareness, Logical reasoning 
and Observation & Memory.

 1.  Visual and Spatial Ability

To give our ideas and narratives a form, we need visualization in design thinking. Visualization is 
thinking, listening, interpreting the idea in our minds and then putting it out on paper altogether. 
It can also be defined as any technique for creating images, designs, concepts or animations to 
communicate a message. Getting insight into the Imagination and visualization of simple and 
complex 2D & 3D geometric shapes is an important part of the section as a lot of questions are 
asked from these topics. Also, their manipulations and spatial relationships through representa-
tions in pictorial and geometric forms. Analyzing and observation skills are the key topics here 
where it is important to understand objects in depth with not just the outer obvious meaning. 
Spatial ability can also be termed as spatial intelligence is the ability of designers that allows 
them to visualize a 2-D shape and understand how it will appear in a 3-D state, their transforma-
tion and/ or manipulation of 2d shapes and 3d objects. It also helps designers to interpret how it 
can scale up or scale down, how it will look in cross-sections, or how it can rotate in their minds 
without the presence of any physical state or any tangible pieces in front of them.

 2.  Environment and Social Awareness

Environmental and Social Awareness concepts are asked under Part A which consists of MCQs 
type questions. The time duration for part A is 20 minutes. This section involves questions that 
examine a candidate’s understanding of environmental issues, social problems,  sustainability, 
and how they can come up with creative solutions to solve them relevant to design. This section 
will also need knowledge and awareness on current topics with respect to current affairs, latest 
news and information on social and political happenings. Preparing for this section involves 
reading and following news on a daily basis and reflecting on how design can contribute to 
positive changes.

 3.  Logical Reasoning

Logical reasoning refers to the ability of students to systematically thinking and solving prob-
lems, make decisions and then come up with effective conclusions. This also includes Verbal 
reasoning which is the ability for students to understand, interpret, and logically analyze written 
information. This section is used to judge students’ critical thinking, pattern recognition and 
analytical reasoning skills.

How To Prepare For NMIMS DAT Part A
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 4.  Observation and Memory

Ability to read and view objects and information beyond making connections, drawing meanings 
and conclusions, obvious details, forming opinions, and making comparisons. Observation in 
design thinking is an immersion into the design for gathering insights and information. Observa-
tion is understanding the design in-depth and understanding the needs of your users and then 
coming up with practical, logical and critical solutions. It is through observation skills that a 
designer develops a good eye which is crucial for a good designer. Design is all about the details, 
the more a design has good details, the more it will have depth. Therefore, it is a very crucial skill 
that every designer or design aspirant has to develop within themselves.
Memory or Design sensitivity is the sensitivity ability a designer should have that helps to analyze 
the design in depth and remember minute details for any change in the design and then respond 
accordingly to that change. Memory is one of the most important skills that should be developed 
in a designer to create better output. Observation and Memory together helps a designer to get 
a better and more detailed understanding of the needs of the users for whom they are designing 
and become more mindful and sensitive in creating their design. 

Tips to prepare

•	 For NMIMS DAT Part A Preparation 2025, students should understand the syllabus and con-
cepts for the NMIMS DAT Part A and then prepare the study strategy accordingly. Understand-
ing the explained concepts by using books and resources to prepare, students can create 
timetables according to the topics which are more or less difficult to them and then assign 
time for them respectively. 

•	 Students can create their own timetable according to their weaknesses and strengths by 
assigning more time to the weak topics and daily practice topics. This not only helps them but 
will also create a sense of confidence and better time management.

•	 Read at least one article from the given list of articles and books related to these topics to 
gather a larger spectrum of knowledge.

•	 Solve as many previous year question papers and mock tests as possible as it would provide 
a better insight on the examination.

•	 Try to solve mock test papers daily as it not only provides students with better preparation but 
also helps in building confidence and understanding of what questions take what amount of 
time for them to solve.

•	 Students should understand and consistency is the most important key here, and only through 
consistency and discipline they would be able to crack competitive exams.
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Part A for NMIMS DAT is based on analyzing students’ creative and artistic drawing skills which 
includes topics: Design Challenge: Problem Solving & Sketching of the Concept Creative thinking, 
Representation of the concept and The uniqueness of the solution.

 1.  Design Challenge: Problem Solving & Sketching of the Concept 

Creative thinking

Creative thinking
Creative Thinking is the sensitivity ability a designer should have that helps to analyze any change 
in the design and then respond accordingly to that change. It also helps a designer cast their 
ideologies and thoughts aside and gain a better understanding of what their users need. 

Problem Solving
Once you have an in-depth understanding of the problem users are facing, it becomes easier to 
come up with the solution. The next step is to develop empathy towards the problem. Another 
step is to start generating plausible ideas. After these steps, you need to create a prototype for 
the solution of the problem. Next step is to start user-testing the prototype and see how efficient 
it is. Final step is to launch the solution to the end users. 

Sketching of the Concept
Students can start with looking at previous year questions to understand the type of questions 
that are generally asked in the sketching section. Start with situation based questions for draw-
ing, Poster making, storyboards, and perspective drawings. Students should be smart about the 
questions and create designs which offer the best solution for the given questions. While prepar-
ing for  the sketching section, aspirants should focus on bettering their pencil strokes, shading 
techniques and scale and proportion of the elements in the sketch. 

 2.  Representation of the concept

For students’ to stand out with their answers and solutions in the entrance exam, it is not only 
important to provide creative and innovative solutions but also need to focus on how well the 
solution has been represented. For this aspiring students need to understand the concept for 
design compositions which is a design space where all different elements (color, text, image, and 
shape) come together and combine to create one whole. It is important for designers to have 
a good understanding of compositions to create better visual balance and appealing design 
compositions according to their users needs. 

How To Prepare For NMIMS DAT Part B
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 3.  The uniqueness of the solution

Aspiring students should aim for their solutions to be new, creative and innovative. This will 
provide a certain uniqueness to their solutions which in turn will help them to stand out from 
the crowd and score high. To do so students can follow some concepts and strategies for their 
answers. One such strategy includes a solution through the approach of end users. When a 
design problem is approached by a designer with the end user or humans they are designing the 
system or design solution for at the core or heart or center of the whole design process, then the 
solutions have better workability for the practical world. 
With this students also need to have thorough knowledge on how to present their solutions 
through better visual communication skills. Visual Communication of a solution is a method 
where the solution is conveyed through symbols and visual expressions. Images, videos, GIFs, 
infographics, artworks etc are all methods of visually communicating a solution.

Tips to prepare:

Visual and Observational Skills:
•	 Regularly practice sketching. This includes people, landscapes, and everyday objects.
•	 Improve your ability to draw with perspective; this helps in creating more dynamic and realistic 

illustrations.

Critical and Imaginative Thinking:
•	 Engage in exercises that challenge you to think out of the box. This could be redesigning eve-

ryday objects or imagining new uses for common items.
•	 Practice brainstorming sessions where you rapidly generate ideas around a given theme.

Learn from Design History
•	 Study different design eras, focusing on key figures, their work, and the evolution of design 

styles over time.
•	 Apply historical insights into your creations to demonstrate a deep understanding of design 

principles.
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PORTFOLIO 

For portfolio preparation, students should properly first read the instructions given to them 
for size and number of sheets asked by the examiners. After this step, students should select 
the given number of their best suitable projects they have worked upon in their previous years 
which actively align to the applied course. Portfolios should be visually pleasing including 
proper formatting and color pallets for the portfolio (it is usually advised to keep one color pallet 
throughout the portfolio) while conveying enough information on the projects for the examiner 
to understand. 

•	 Understand the Requirements: Before you start, carefully review the portfolio guidelines pro-
vided by the institution. Pay attention to:

•	 Size & Format: Ensure your portfolio meets the specific size and format requirements.
•	 Number of Projects: Follow the instructions regarding how many projects to include. Typi-

cally, it’s advisable to select 6-10 of your best works.

•	 Select Relevant Work: Choose projects that align with the program you’re applying for. For 
instance, if applying for a design course, include projects that showcase creativity, design 
thinking, and problem-solving skills. Each project should demonstrate growth in your work, 
highlighting different aspects of your skills (e.g., conceptualization, technical execution, col-
laboration).
Tip: Consider the following when selecting projects:

•	 Relevance to the Course: Prioritize projects that demonstrate your proficiency in the key 
skills required for the course.

•	 Quality Over Quantity: It’s better to have fewer, well-executed projects than numerous 
incomplete or unpolished ones.

•	 Diversity: Include a variety of work to showcase different skills. For example, combine 
product designs with illustrations or digital art with hand sketches.

•	 Visual Presentation: Ensure that your portfolio is aesthetically pleasing and easy to navi-
gate. The layout should be clean, with adequate white space and a consistent visual style  
throughout.

•	 Clarity: Each project should be clearly labeled, with titles and short descriptions explaining 
the concept, process, and outcome.

•	 Process Documentation: Where possible, include sketches, notes, or mood boards to 
showcase your thought process. This gives the examiner insight into how you arrive at 
your final designs.

Tip: Balance visuals and text to ensure that your portfolio is informative but not overloaded 

Tips to prepare for Interview and 
Portfolio Rounds
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with too much information. Aim for clear, concise descriptions that enhance the viewer’s 
understanding of the project.

INTERVIEW 

For interview rounds, students should be relaxed and formal with explaining their backgrounds 
and experiences to the interviewers. Students should speak clearly and try to be raw and impres-
sive at the same time while showcasing their characteristics that can make them stand out. 
Students should be able to clearly convey why they see themselves as ideal candidates and how 
their goals align with the courses they are applying for. Confidence is the key here, interviewers 
usually are more interested in the personalities of the candidates and how well they are pre-
sented. Students should also remember that they should not appear as overconfident or arrogant 
in front of the interviewers.

•	 Stay Relaxed and Confident:
•	 Remember, the interview is a conversation, not an interrogation. Be relaxed and articulate 

when discussing your background and experiences. Confidence in your abilities will natu-
rally come through when you’re at ease.

•	 Highlight Relevant Experiences:
•	 Prepare to discuss your academic and professional experiences, with a focus on the ones 

that best align with the course. Provide specific examples where you demonstrated crea-
tivity, problem-solving, leadership, or collaboration.

Tip: Have a couple of key projects or experiences ready to discuss in detail. Be prepared to 
talk about the challenges you faced and how you overcame them, as well as what you learned 
from each experience.

•	 Showcase Your Unique Characteristics:
•	 Apart from your technical or academic background, interviewers are looking for personality 

traits that make you stand out. Think about what unique qualities you bring to the program 
(e.g., creativity, resilience, teamwork). Be authentic and let your enthusiasm for the course 
shine through.

Tip: Be genuine. Instead of trying to predict what the interviewers want to hear, focus on what 
you genuinely feel passionate about in the field.

•	 Align Your Goals with the Program:
•	 Clearly express why you believe the program is the right fit for your career goals. Articulate 

how the specific resources, faculty, or curriculum offered by the institution can help you 
achieve those goals.

Tip: Research the program and mention specific elements that appeal to you. This shows 
that you’ve done your homework and are genuinely interested.
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•	 Common Questions to Prepare For:
•	 Why are you interested in this course?
•	 What are your strengths and weaknesses?
•	 Can you describe a challenging project and how you handled it?
•	 Where do you see yourself in five years?
•	 How will this course help you achieve your career goals?
Tip: Practice answering these questions in a clear and concise manner. Focus on giving 
structured responses that highlight your thought process.

FINAL TIPS

•	 Mock Interviews: Practice with friends, mentors, or in front of a mirror. This helps you refine 
your answers and reduce anxiety.

•	 Be Prepared for Feedback: Some interviewers may give you feedback on your work or 
answers. Be open to it and demonstrate a willingness to learn.

•	 Dress Professionally: For the interview, dress appropriately and ensure you look presentable. 
This adds to a professional demeanor.
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It is important for students to refer to important books and resources for effective study 
plans. Careers360 has curated a list of Books and resources for the candidates to effectively  
prepare from. 

Visual & Spatial ability

•	 Analytical Geometry 2D and 3D By P. R. VITTAL
The book is primarily designed for undergraduate students to help them understand the prin-
ciples of 2D and 3D geometry. \

•	 Concept of 3D Geometry by Ashish Vidhyarthi & D. K. Dixit 
This book deals with the basic 3D geometries and the equations related to them, making the 
complex 3D objects into simplified and easy to understand for aspiring students. 

Environmental & Social awareness

•	 Arihant General Knowledge with Manorama year book
This book is a great source for general knowledge and essential data and facts on various 
topics on Indian history, culture, art, politics, sports, science and technology, etc.

•	 Indian Art And Culture by Arihant
The different aspects of Indian heritage and culture, including art and culture, are explored in 
this book on Indian art and culture. This book comprises clear presentation, visual aids, and 
practice questions for aspiring students to prepare.

Logical reasoning

•	 Universal Principles of Design By William Lidwell
Universal Principles of Design is a multi-disciplinary design book which deals with the different 
rules and approaches in the field of design. 

•	 The Design of Everyday Things By Donald A. Norman
The Design of Everyday Things deals with human-centered design and human psychology to 
create user friendly products.

•	 Cracking the Creativity Code: Zoom in/Zoom out/Zoom in Framework for Creativity, Fun, and 
Success By Arie Ruttenberg
This book offers a framework-based approach to developing and unlocking creativity. 

Observation & Memory

•	 The Design of Everyday Things By Donald A. Norman
The Design of Everyday Things is one of the most popular and important books for any 
designer as it deals with human-centered design and human psychology to create products 
with not only great functionality but also user friendly.

Other Useful Resources



14

•	 The Art of Noticing: 131 Ways to Spark Creativity, Find Inspiration, and Discover Joy in the 
Everyday By Rob walker
This book comprises 131 different activities to provide practical exercises and techniques to 
help individuals sharpen their observation skills, enhance creativity and have a deeper under-
standing of our everyday world. 

•	 A Modern Approach to Verbal & non-verbal Reasoning By R.S. Aggarwal
This book is one of the most popular and most helpful for the preparation of verbal and non-
verbal reasoning sections when preparing for any competitive examination. 

•	 Shortcuts in Reasoning By Disha Experts
Shortcuts in Reasoning is a book that deals with reasoning questions effectively and quickly 
and is a great resource for students preparing for competitive exams.

Design Challenge: Problem Solving & Sketching of the Concept

•	 Drawing: A Complete Guide by Giovanni Civardi
This book is a comprehensive guide aimed at helping both beginners and more experienced 
artists improve their drawing skills. The book also offers a comprehensive foundation in draw-
ing principles by covering a wide range of subjects and approaches.

•	 Master of Anatomy - Character Design Masterclass
This book is a comprehensive reference on character design and drawing that places a spe-
cial emphasis on anatomical accuracy. Artists and designers who wish to create lively, well-
proportioned, and convincing characters are the target audience for this book.

Representation of the concept and The uniqueness of the solution

•	 Lorenzo - How to Think When you Draw books
Lorenzo Mattotti’s “How to Think When You Draw” is a collection of books that helps students 
to gather insights into the creative and conceptual processes for drawing. This book also 
focuses on developing a deeper understanding of drawing beyond technical skills.

•	 Drawing: A Complete Guide by Giovanni Civardi
This book is a comprehensive guide aimed at helping both beginners and more experienced 
artists improve their drawing skills. The book also offers a comprehensive foundation in draw-
ing principles by covering a wide range of subjects and approaches.

With Warm Regards
Best Wishes

Team Careers360


