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ABOUT THIS eBOOK 
 

 
This eBook is a comprehensive guide designed to help aspiring candidates prepare effectively for 
the NIFT Situation Test, which plays a crucial role in the NIFT entrance exam for B.Des and 
M.Des programs. 
 
The NIFT Situation Test is not just about model-making; it is a practical assessment that 
challenges candidates to showcase their creativity, material-handling skills, spatial awareness, 
and problem-solving abilities. This test requires candidates to think outside the box, 
conceptualize innovative ideas, and translate them into three-dimensional structures using a 
limited set of materials. 
 
Unlike the Creative Ability Test (CAT) and General Ability Test (GAT), which focus on 
sketching, theoretical knowledge, and analytical reasoning, the Situation Test evaluates hands-on 
skills and real-time execution. Candidates must quickly ideate, plan, and build a visually 
appealing and conceptually strong model within a restricted timeframe. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WHAT IS THE NIFT SITUATION TEST? 
 

 
 
The National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) conducts the NIFT Entrance Exam for 
admission into UG and PG programs. The NIFT exam has two stages:Written Exam: This 
includes the Creative Ability Test (CAT) and the General Ability Test (GAT).Situation Test: A 
practical assessment conducted after clearing the written exam. Candidates who clear both stages 
will be eligible for admission to various NIFT  campuses across India. NIFT Situation Test is 
exclusive to BDes and MDes courses only.  
 
The NIFT Exam includes a NIFT situation test to assess a candidate's conceptualisation and 
creative skills before admitting them to the design programs. As part of the situation test, 
aspirants are given some materials, and they have to create a model and accompany it with a 
caption and a short write-up explaining the 3D model made by the student. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NIFT SITUATION TEST PATTERN 
 

The NIFT Situation Test is a crucial part of the NIFT entrance examination for candidates 
applying for B.Des programs. It is conducted after qualifying in the written exams (GAT & CAT) 
and serves as a practical assessment of a candidate’s creativity, innovation, problem-solving 
ability, and material handling skills. 
 
This test evaluates how well a candidate can conceptualize an idea and bring it to life in 3D form 
using limited materials within a fixed timeframe. 

 

Aspect Details 

Mode Offline, conducted at designated NIFT campuses 

Duration 2 hours 

Materials Provided Candidates receive specific materials at the exam center 

Task Create a 3D model based on a given theme or problem statement 

Write-Up 
Requirement 

A short write-up explaining the concept, thought process, and 
functionality of the model 

Weightage The Situation Test contributes significantly to the final merit 
list 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TIP TO ACE NIFT SITUATION TEST 
 

 
Given below are some specific and effective strategies to excel in the NIFT Situation Test: 
 

1. Practice Model Making Regularly 

●​ Work with basic materials like thermocol, cardboard, wire, fabric, and colored sheets. 
●​ Try making miniature models based on previous year questions. 
●​ Experiment with different joining techniques (folding, slotting, pasting, stitching). 

 

2. Improve Time Management 

●​ Set a 2-hour timer while practicing model-making. 
●​ Spend 10-15 minutes on ideation and sketching before execution. 
●​ Allocate time for finishing and write-up to avoid last-minute rush. 

 

3. Focus on Neatness and Presentation 

●​ Use clean and precise cuts while working with materials. 
●​ Avoid excessive glue or visible rough edges. 
●​ Ensure a balanced, visually appealing structure with proper proportions. 

 

4. Learn to Use Materials Creatively 

●​ Use materials wisely and innovatively instead of just assembling them. 
●​ Think of multiple ways to use a single material (e.g., foil for texture, shine, or 

structure). 
●​ Minimize wastage—efficient use of materials is a scoring factor. 

 

5. Work on Conceptualization Skills 

●​ Before execution, quickly sketch your idea on paper. 
●​ Ensure your design aligns with the theme and has a clear message. 



●​ Aim for a unique and innovative approach—avoid generic ideas. 

 

6. Prepare for the Write-Up 

●​ Structure your explanation with: 
○​ Concept/Theme – What inspired your model? 
○​ Design Elements – How did you execute it? 
○​ Material Usage – Why did you choose certain materials? 

●​ Keep the write-up short, clear, and to the point. 

 

7. Solve Previous Year Questions 

●​ Study past Situation Test questions to understand the types of tasks given. 
●​ Try recreating previous models with time constraints. 
●​ Observe patterns in themes and concepts to anticipate future topics. 

 

8. Stay Updated with Design Trends 

●​ Explore Pinterest, design magazines, and Instagram for creative inspiration. 
●​ Observe product designs, architecture, and everyday objects for unique model ideas. 
●​ Understand basic principles of form, function, and aesthetics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

NIFT PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS WITH SOLUTIONS 
 

 

Solving NIFT sample and past year question papers is one of the best strategies to get ready for 
the Situation Test. This is because the applicant can gain additional benefits in addition to 
learning about the paper's structure, which includes the kinds of questions asked, the marking 
system, and the degree of difficulty. 

 

Q1: How will you create a headgear inspired by: 

●​ A character from mythology 
●​ Extraterrestrial creatures of the sea 
●​ Aliens 

Solution: 

Choose a character known for their distinctive headwear (e.g., Loki’s horns, Athena’s helmet, or 
Anubis’ headdress). 

Design Elements: 

●​ elaborate metalwork engraved with symbols from mythology. 
●​ Embedded gemstones or glowing accents to represent divine power. 
●​ A structure that conveys authority, such as towering crests, wings, or animalistic features 

(horns, serpent shapes, or feathers). 

Possible Modifications: 

1.​ Make It More Egyptian (add a cobra or Anubis-inspired details). 
2.​ Add More Greek Elements (like a full Corinthian helmet or Olympian crest). 
3.​ Refine the Sketch (darker shading, more details in engravings). 



 

 

 

Q2: How will you conceive a scene for: 

●​ Folk tales like the Ramayana 
●​ Fairy tales 
●​ A tale from the Panchatantra 

Solution : 
Example Scene: Rama battling Ravana 

Composition: 

●​ Rama, standing tall with his bow drawn, glowing with divine energy. 
●​ Ravana, with his ten heads and twenty arms, wielding weapons. 
●​ A dramatic battlefield in Lanka, engulfed in fire and chaos. 
●​ Hanuman in the background, leading an army of vanaras. 
●​ Celestial lighting emphasizing the divine clash. 



 

 

 

Q3: How can you redesign the working environment for: 

●​ A tea shop owner 
●​ A doctor’s clinic 
●​ A fruit/vegetable seller 

Solution : 

●​ Tea shop owner:​
 

○​ Design a compact, mobile tea stall using wood-textured cardboard. 
○​ Add a storage space for tea leaves, a seating area, and eco-friendly elements 

like biodegradable cups. 
●​ Doctor’s clinic:​

 
○​ Create a modern, patient-friendly clinic layout with separate waiting and 

consultation areas. 
○​ Use transparent sheets for glass partitions, a small cardboard counter, and 

color coding for sections. 



●​ Fruit/Vegetable seller:​
 

○​ Design a modular stall with easy access to fresh produce. 
○​ Use wood-like paper textures, baskets made from thermocol, and a display 

stand for organic produce. 

 

Q4: How would you create an indoor games room for a kindergarten? 

solution : 

●​ Use brightly colored mount board and foam sheets for walls and flooring. 
●​ Create mini-play structures like slides, ball pits, and toy storage using thermocol and 

paper rolls. 
●​ Include interactive elements like alphabets, numbers, and puzzles on walls using 

colored sheets. 

 

Q5: How can you create a wheeled device for a disabled person? 

solution : 

●​ Use thermocol and mount board to create a lightweight wheelchair design. 
●​ Attach four small wheels (made from thermocol or bottle caps) for mobility. 
●​ Include an ergonomic seat, a backrest, and a storage section for essentials. 

 

Q6: How to make a flower vase inspired by "Storm"? 

solution : 

●​ Design a twisted, wind-swept vase shape using wire and fabric for dynamic 
movement. 

●​ Use dark blue and gray shades (pastel sheets and paper) to represent stormy skies. 
●​ Add textured elements (foil paper, clay, and thermocol balls) to depict swirling winds 

and rain droplets. 

 

Q7: How will you construct a Dhaba reflecting local culture? 



solution : 

●​ Use mount board and cardboard to create a traditional roadside Dhaba structure. 
●​ Add mini-charpai (cot beds), clay utensils, and hand-painted signboards. 
●​ Include cultural elements like colorful walls, lanterns, and a kitchen setup using cloth 

and foil paper. 

 

Q8: How will you create a badge for the 22nd century that says "Defend the 
Environment"? 

solution : 

●​ Design a futuristic eco-friendly badge using a circular mount board base. 
●​ Incorporate symbols like a green planet, recycling sign, and solar panels using colored 

sheets. 
●​ Use foil paper to create a metallic, high-tech look. 

 

Q9: How can you create a bag for a doctor who is also a new mother? 

solution : 

●​ Use fabric and cardboard to create a multi-compartmentalized bag. 
●​ Include a dedicated section for medical tools and a separate section for baby 

essentials. 
●​ Add ergonomic straps and easy-access pockets for convenience. 

 

Q10: How will you design a park bench for senior citizens inspired by the environment? 

solution : 

●​ Use a mount board for a sturdy bench frame. 
●​ Create a nature-inspired design with curved armrests resembling tree branches. 
●​ Use green-colored paper and clay for adding a "natural" touch. 
●​ Add comfort features like a high backrest, arm support, and footrest for senior 

citizens. 
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